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1 . This application has been examined. 

2. Claims 1-7 are pending in this application. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371© of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) do not apply to the examination of this application as the application being examined was 
not (1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, or (2) voluntarily published under 35 U.S.C. 122(b). 
Therefore, this application is examined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the 
AIPA (pre-AIPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

4. Claims 1-7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Temple (U.S. Pat. 
No. 5,875,342). 

As per claim 1, Fig. 2 of Temple discloses an interrupt request controller 200 including an 
interrupt masking means 202 adapted to mask selected ones of the interrupt request signals 
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generated by the computer system 100 (col. 5, lines 25-28) and a priority control unit 204 
connected to the interrupt masking means 202 for coupling unmasked ones of the interrupt signals 
to a plurality of outputs in accordance with a predetermined priority criteria (col. 5, lines 29-47). 

As per claims 2 and 3, Temple discloses an interrupt register 201 connected to receive the 
interrupt request signals for storing a bit in the register for each one of the interrupt signals 
representing whether the logic state of the interrupt signal should be a logic "1 " value or a logic 
"0" value (col. 5, lines 16-20 and 32-39). Further, Temple discloses that the interrupt signals are 
selectively asserted by the interrupt request controller 200 (col. 5, lines 25-28). 

As per claim 4, as disclosed in Temple the logic state "1" of the interrupt logic signal is an 
edge and the logic state "0" of the interrupt logic signal is a level. 

As per claims 5-7, these claims recite substantially all of the limitations as defined in claims 
1-4; therefore, they are rejected under the similar rationale. 

5. The additional cited references are considered as art being relevant to this application. 
Applicant is requested to consider them when responding to this Office action. 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Xuong M. Chung-Trans whose telephone number is (703) 305-9772. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:30 AM to 2:30 PM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Peter Wong , can be reached on (703) 305-3477. The fax phone number for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 746-7239. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or proceeding 
should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 305-3900. 




X.M.Chung-Trans 
Patent Examiner 
Art Unit 2181 



